
Small Group Discussion Guide 

Relational Fidelity 

Calling Above Status 

1 Corinthians 7:17–24 

Main Point: Your calling in Christ transcends your status in society. 

 

Opening Prayer 
Ask God to help your group see themselves through the lens of the gospel rather than through 
the lens of the world's status markers. Pray for hearts that are eager to faithfully follow Christ 
wherever He has placed them today. 

 

Icebreaker 
Take a few minutes to introduce the theme of the passage. 

Question: 

If someone who had never met you asked you to describe yourself, what would you naturally 
mention first? Your occupation? Your family? Your education? Your hobbies? Something else? 

Follow-up: 

Why do you think we so naturally identify ourselves by those things? 

 

Read the Passage 
Read 1 Corinthians 7:17–24 aloud together. 



 

Observation Questions 
(What does the passage say?) 

1.​ What word or idea is repeated throughout this passage? 
2.​ According to verse 17, what has God done for every believer? 
3.​ How many times does Paul tell believers to remain where they were when God called 

them? Why do you think he repeats this idea? 
4.​ What two illustrations does Paul use to explain his point? 
5.​ According to verses 18–19, what does Paul say about circumcision? 
6.​ What instructions does Paul give to slaves in verses 21–23? 
7.​ Does Paul forbid slaves from seeking freedom? Why or why not? 
8.​ What reason does Paul give in verse 23 for why Christians ultimately belong to Christ? 

 

Interpretation Questions 
(What does the passage mean?) 

1. Why does Paul use circumcision as his first illustration? 

Discuss how circumcision functioned as one of Israel's greatest identity markers. Why would 
saying, "Circumcision is nothing" have sounded so radical? 

 

2. Why does Paul use slavery as his second illustration? 

How does this example show that our spiritual identity is greater than our social identity? 

Why does Paul encourage freedom if it becomes available? 

 

3. What does Paul mean by "calling"? 

In this passage, "calling" does not primarily refer to a career or ministry position. 

Discuss this definition: 



God's calling is His gracious invitation that brings us into fellowship with 
Jesus Christ through repentance and faith and enables us to live faithfully for 
Him. 

How is that different from the way Christians sometimes use the word "calling"? 

 

4. How does redemption change our identity? 

Read verses 22–23 again. 

Discuss the gospel paradox: 

●​ The slave becomes the Lord's freed person. 
●​ The free person becomes Christ's servant. 

What does this teach us about true freedom? 

 

5. How does this passage fit into the larger context of chapter 7? 

Read the headings or briefly summarize verses 1–16. 

Why was Paul reminding the Corinthians that their calling mattered more than changing their 
marital status? 

How does today's passage provide the theological foundation for Paul's earlier teaching about 
marriage, singleness, and divorce? 

 

Application Questions 
(How should this passage change us?) 

1. What status markers tend to define people in our culture? 

Examples might include: 

●​ Career 
●​ Education 
●​ Income 



●​ Political influence 
●​ Marriage 
●​ Family 
●​ Appearance 
●​ Home ownership 
●​ Success 
●​ Popularity 

Which ones are easiest for you to value too highly? 

 

2. Which "status" most tempts you to define your identity? 

Complete this sentence: 

"I tend to believe I matter more—or less—because I am __________." 

How does the gospel challenge that way of thinking? 

 

3. Have you ever played the "Later" game? 

Examples: 

●​ "After I graduate..." 
●​ "Once I retire..." 
●​ "When life slows down..." 
●​ "After the kids are grown..." 

How can those thoughts keep us from faithfully following Christ today? 

 

4. Have you ever played the "If Only" game? 

Examples: 

●​ "If only I were married..." 
●​ "If only I had another job..." 
●​ "If only I had better health..." 
●​ "If only I had more money..." 

How does this passage speak to those attitudes? 



 

5. Think about Brother Lawrence. 

He eventually realized that the kitchen was not keeping him from God—it was where God had 
assigned him to serve faithfully. 

Where has God placed you right now? 

How might your current circumstances actually be your present assignment rather than an 
obstacle to God's work? 

 

6. Faithfulness versus change 

This passage does not forbid changing jobs, getting married, seeking freedom, moving, or 
improving one's circumstances. 

What does it teach us instead about where our ultimate identity should rest? 

 

7. What would it look like to "walk worthy of your calling" this week? 

Consider your present roles: 

●​ Parent 
●​ Student 
●​ Employee 
●​ Employer 
●​ Retiree 
●​ Single adult 
●​ Married person 
●​ Caregiver 
●​ Neighbor 
●​ Friend 

What is one specific way you can faithfully represent Christ exactly where He has placed you 
today? 

 

Digging Deeper 



Read Ephesians 4:1 

"I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received." 

How does Paul expand the idea of walking worthy in this passage? 

What attitudes and behaviors characterize someone who is living consistently with their calling? 

 

Key Takeaways 
As a group, summarize the main truths from today's study. 

●​ My identity is found in Christ, not in my social status. 
●​ God's calling gives lasting significance to ordinary life. 
●​ My present circumstances are not barriers to faithfulness but opportunities to honor 

Christ. 
●​ I should seek to glorify God wherever He has placed me today. 
●​ Following Christ faithfully matters more than improving my social standing. 

 

Memory Verse 
"Nevertheless, each person should live as a believer in whatever situation the 
Lord has assigned to them, just as God has called them." 

1 Corinthians 7:17 (NIV) 

 

Prayer Time 
Close by praying specifically for one another. 

●​ Thank God for calling you into His family through Christ. 
●​ Confess ways you have sought your identity in status rather than in Jesus. 
●​ Pray for contentment and faithfulness in your present assignment. 
●​ Ask God to help each group member "walk worthy of their calling" this week, regardless 

of their circumstances. 
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