
Stories with Intent – The Parables of Jesus

The Soil of Your Soul

Text: Matthew 13:1–23

Big Idea
Your reception of—and fruitfulness for—God’s Kingdom in Jesus is determined by the condition of the
soil of your soul. The good news is that soil can be amended.

Warm-Up

1. Have you ever planted something that didn’t grow the way you expected? What do you think went
wrong?
2. When you hear the phrase “soul care,” what comes to mind?

Observation – What Does the Text Say?

3. Where is Jesus when He tells this parable, and who is His audience (vv. 1–3)?
4. What are the four types of soil Jesus describes, and what happens to the seed in each case (vv.
4–9)?
5. How does Jesus explain why He speaks in parables (vv. 10–17)?
6. According to Jesus’ explanation, what does the seed represent, and what does the soil represent (vv.
18–23)?

Interpretation – What Does It Mean?

7. Jesus connects this parable to Isaiah 6. What does that passage reveal about hardened hearts and
hearing God’s word?
8. Why do you think Jesus says the issue is not the seed, but the soil?
9. What is the difference between hearing the word and understanding it (v. 23)?
10. Why do trouble, persecution, busyness, and wealth pose such serious threats to spiritual
fruitfulness?

Soil Check – Examining the Soul

11. Hard Soil: Where might disbelief, indifference, or resistance be keeping God’s word from taking
root?
12. Shallow Soil: Where might emotional faith lack deep roots to withstand suffering or disappointment?
13. Crowded Soil: What worries, distractions, or pursuits might be choking spiritual growth?
14. Fertile Soil: What practices or attitudes help God’s word take deep root and bear fruit in your life?

Application – How Do We Amend the Soil?

15. What would it look like for you to intentionally care for the soil of your soul this season?



16. Which practice might God be inviting you to embrace more fully—Scripture, prayer, Sabbath,
community, or repentance?
17. Jesus says good soil produces a harvest. What kind of Kingdom fruit do you hope God grows in
you?

Closing Prayer

Pray together for receptive hearts, deep roots, freedom from distraction, and a harvest shaped by
God’s Kingdom. Ask the Lord to amend the soil of your souls so His word may take root, grow deep,
and bear fruit for His glory.


