Small Group Discussion Guide

Relational Fidelity

To Marry or Not to Marry?
1 Corinthians 7:25-38

Main Point: Where God gives freedom, we must use wisdom.

Opening Prayer

Ask God to give your group wisdom as you study His Word. Pray that each person would grow
in discernment, learning to distinguish between God's clear commands and areas where He
gives believers freedom to make wise decisions.

Icebreaker

Think of one of the biggest non-sin-related decisions you have ever made (choosing a career,
buying a home, getting married, moving, adopting a child, etc.).

e \What made the decision difficult?
e What factors influenced your choice?
e Looking back, what do you wish you had known beforehand?

Transition: Today we discover that Paul helps engaged believers answer one important
question—"Should we marry or remain single?"—but the principles he gives help every
Christian make wise decisions when Scripture gives freedom rather than a direct command.

Read the Passage

Read 1 Corinthians 7:25-38 aloud together.



Observation Questions

(What does the passage say?)

1. According to verse 25, what does Paul say he does not have from the Lord regarding
this question?

2. Why does Paul still believe his judgment is trustworthy?

What reason does Paul give in verse 26 for recommending that some remain as they

are?

According to verse 28, is marriage sinful?

What does Paul say married people should expect?

In verses 29-31, what repeated phrase appears several times?

According to verse 31, what is happening to "this world in its present form"?

What contrast does Paul make between married and unmarried believers in verses

32-357?

9. What does Paul say is his ultimate goal for believers in verse 357

10. In verses 36—38, what options does Paul affirm for engaged couples?
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Interpretation Questions

(What does the passage mean?)

1. Why doesn’'t Paul simply command everyone to remain
single?

Paul clearly prefers singleness under the present circumstances, yet he repeatedly insists that
marriage is not sinful.

e Why is this distinction important?
e What does this teach us about Christian liberty?

2. What was the "present crisis"?

Paul never explicitly identifies the crisis.

Based on your sermon and the surrounding context, what hardships may he have had in mind?



o lliness?
e Persecution?
e General hardships of following Christ?

Why would these circumstances make singleness advantageous without making marriage
wrong?

3. What does Paul mean by "the time is short"?

Many people think Paul expected Jesus to return immediately.

Your sermon presented another interpretation: that Paul is emphasizing the nature of this
present age, not necessarily its length.

Discuss:
e How does verse 31 ("the present form of this world is passing away") help explain Paul's

point?
e How does this perspective shape the way Christians should live?

4. What does Paul mean by living "as if"?

Does Paul tell believers to neglect their spouses, stop grieving, refuse to enjoy life, or avoid
buying things?

If not, what is he teaching?
Discuss this statement:

Christians should participate in the things of this world without allowing those things
to become their identity or ultimate priority.

5. Why does Paul see advantages in singleness?

Read verses 32-35 again.

What unique opportunities for ministry and devotion does singleness provide?



Why is Paul careful to say he is "not trying to restrict you"?

How does that protect Christian freedom?

6. Who was influencing the Corinthians?

According to your sermon, the "super-spiritual” believers were pressuring engaged couples to
cancel their weddings.

Why is spiritual peer pressure sometimes just as dangerous as worldly pressure?

Application Questions

(How should this passage change us?)

1. Making wise decisions

Many important decisions are not directly addressed by a biblical command.
Examples include:

Choosing a college
Buying a house
Changing jobs
Adoption or foster care
Retirement

Relocating

Marriage

How should this passage shape the way we make those decisions?

2. Count the cost

Paul wanted believers to understand what marriage involved before entering it.

Why is counting the cost an act of love rather than pessimism?



How does our culture sometimes present marriage unrealistically?

3. Live with eternity in view

The Airbnb illustration reminds us that this world is temporary.
What earthly pursuits most tempt you to live as though this life were permanent?

How would your priorities change if you regularly remembered that "the present form of this
world is passing away"?

4. Undivided devotion

Verse 35 describes Paul's desire that believers live in "undivided devotion to the Lord."
What competes for your devotion today?

Career?
Family?
Recreation?
Finances?
Reputation?
Technology?

How can you intentionally cultivate greater devotion to Christ this week?

5. Recognize unhealthy influence

Think about the Solomon Asch conformity experiment.

Can you remember a time when you felt pressure to follow the crowd—even when you believed
the crowd was wrong?

Where do Christians experience similar pressures today?

How can believers encourage one another without becoming controlling?




6. Freedom requires wisdom

The main point of the sermon was:
Where God gives freedom, we must use wisdom.
What is the difference between biblical freedom and simply doing whatever feels right?

What role should prayer, Scripture, wise counsel, and sanctified judgment play when making
difficult decisions?

Digging Deeper
Read the following passages together:

e Romans 12:1-2
e James 1:5
e Proverbs 3:5-6

How do these passages complement Paul's teaching about making wise decisions in areas
where Scripture gives freedom?

What practical habits help believers grow in discernment?

Key Takeaways

As a group, summarize the major truths from today's study.

e Scripture clearly distinguishes between God's commands and areas of Christian
freedom.

Wisdom is necessary whenever Scripture gives believers liberty to choose.

Every major decision should be made with eternity in view.

Marriage and singleness are both good gifts from God.

Christians should pursue undivided devotion to Christ regardless of their marital status.
We must guard against allowing cultural or religious pressure to replace personal
conviction rooted in God's Word.




Memory Verse

"I am saying this for your own good, not to restrict you, but that you may live
in a right way in undivided devotion to the Lord."

1 Corinthians 7:35 (NIV)

Prayer Time

Spend time praying for one another.

Ask God for wisdom in the important decisions each person is currently facing.
Pray for freedom from unhealthy pressure and fear of others' opinions.

Thank God for the gift of both marriage and singleness.

Ask the Lord to help each group member live with eternity in view and to pursue
undivided devotion to Christ above every earthly priority.
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